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Coordinator:
Welcome and thank you for standing by.


At this time, all participants are on a listen-only mode.


Today’s conference is being recorded. If you have any objections, you may disconnect at this time.


Now, I will turn the meeting over to Mr. James Rasulo. Sir? And he is the chairman.

James Rasulo:
Good afternoon everybody. Thank you for joining us.


I’d like to officially call this meeting of US Travel and Tourism Advisory Board to order. I’d like to ask Marc Chittum to call roll and see who’s on the call today.

Marc Chittum:
Yes. Thank you Jay.


I think we know that there may have been some others to join us. We know that Noel, Rex, and Larry have joined us. And also Ambassador Lavin.


Anyone else that joined us that I didn’t call their name?

(Jeremy Jacobs):
(Jeremy Jacobs).

Marc Chittum:
All right. Great. Thanks.

James Rasulo:
Hi everybody. It’s nice to have you on the phone. Thank you Marc.


Before we discuss the Board’s draft of the national tourism strategy, I’d like to introduce our guest for today and our first speaker. It’s my pleasure to introduce Under Secretary of Commerce for International Trade, Ambassador Frank Lavin.

Franklin Lavin:
Thanks…

James Rasulo:
You know, Frank served as US Ambassador to Republic of Singapore 2001 and 2005 before joining the Department of Commerce. And let me say Frank that on behalf of the entire Board, welcome and thanks for being on the call.

Franklin Lavin:
Thanks Jay.


I’m grateful for the Board for their work here. I look forward to the presentation and I’m pleased to be able to represent the secretary in this meeting. As you know, he’s on travel this entire week. So, I’m minding the shop here in Washington and why don’t we go right to the substance of the meeting?

James Rasulo:
Okay. Thank you.


Well, you all know that in July and you were there with other members of your staff, we met in Chicago with Secretary Gutierrez to discuss the preliminary recommendations for a national tourism strategy which the Secretary had asked us to deliver in July back in our first meeting.

Franklin Lavin:
Right.

James Rasulo:
At the meeting, we, you know, fundamentally agreed to the contents. There was a discussion of a couple of points. We fundamentally agreed to the contents of the paper and felt that the presentation of the three subcommittees really did represent the combined view of the Board members and we had a good discussion of a couple of the issues that were slightly modified in current version of the recommendation.


The real purpose of this call today is to hold a vote in a public forum among the Board members so that we can formally - to Secretary Gutierrez.


And before we take that vote, I would like to open the floor to any Board members for comments on the national strategy documents and I’m happy to discuss that amongst us. Okay?


Are there any comments?

Rex Johnson:
Jay, this is Rex Johnson. I’ve read over the document and (Larry Katz) was there with you in Chicago. And from our perspective, we’re ready to go on the thing and ready to take the vote.

James Rasulo:
Right. Thank you.


And I appreciate (Larry’s) effort on this. I know he’s put a lot of time into it.


Anyone else like to comment on it?


Then, I guess among - if I can take the lack of comments as an endorsement, then I think that we’re in general agreement on the recommendations and the strategy and unless there is a strong objection, I would propose that the strategy be transmitted straight off to Secretary Gutierrez.


So, let me ask one more time if there any objections to us doing that?


Hearing none, I’ll deem the strategy approved and we’ll transmit it to the secretary.


I would like to make a couple of observations before, you know, before we end our call. It’s important to recognize that the creation of the strategy is really just the beginning and it really is the recommendation that - of issues that you all know are vitally important to restoring America’s competitiveness around the world today in the tourism arena. I think that follow-up on this issues is critical.


Secretary Gutierrez told me in our last meeting in Chicago that he would basically upon receipt of the document review each of the recommendations. And of course, he gave us some feedback initially at the meeting and was a part of a pretty lively discussion that we had, but that he would have - he would review the recommendations and have his staff give us a written response to each of the points of recommendation in the documents. We’ve - and obviously we look forward to that and his leadership.


He committed to me and you heard him commit to the group at large that his leadership will, you know, continue and I think that this is an important part of the work with the other key departments and agencies to really improve the environment for industry.


And I’m, you know, personally thrilled and I’m sure that all of you are that he has, you know, stepped up and reinforced his commitment to work with the State Department, with Homeland Security, with other agencies in the administration involved in really bringing some of these recommendations to fruition.


But I want to emphasize and we have emphasized with him over and over that we can’t rely on the Secretary or the Congress Department or frankly, the government to do everything.


There are clearly areas of leadership and energy where he could make a difference, but we as an industry also need to step up. You all know that; you’ve all dedicated your time and staff and resources to this effort and I know that I can continue to rely on you to step up and seize the initiative with the rest of your partners.


So I suggest that before moving forward that the Board, you know, begin to really devote its best (thinking) towards how, you know, we can work together to make these recommendations a reality.


And I see now that the first half of the year, you know, we have accomplished what we set out to do the Gulf Zone initiative recommendations to get this national strategy. It’s really time to spend the rest of our meetings focused on, you know, what we can collectively and individually do to make this a reality.


I know that Ambassador Lavin would like to briefly address the board on the $4-million promotional campaign money that is still around. We discussed it briefly in Chicago. We frankly, did not have the time to get into it in great detail. But (Andy Taylor) who we tasked to make a recommendation on the (unintelligible) did so. You all know that that recommendation is largely focused on an Internet effort with the meager amount of funds we have left.


But I did - I know that Ambassador Lavin wanted to speak about this. And turn the floor back over to you Frank.

Franklin Lavin:
Thanks. Thanks, Jay.


First let me, if I may, just take a step backwards and first say thank you to you for carrying this effort and thanks to the whole Board because I’ve had a chance to read this document. It’s a strong document. I mean it’s terrific to have something as substantiative and action oriented is what you put together.


I think you’re right. It’s a multifaceted effort. It takes everybody getting on board. The document preparation is a first step not a last step. But I’ll tell you, the stronger these documents are, the better the likelihood that this actually goes all the way through to the finish line. And that’s our goal here. And this is a document that I think the participants should be proud of.


And the Secretary has committed as a first step to take us to the Tourism Policy Committee, take it to his counterparts in the other agencies, transportation and so forth, (state) who have other slices of this pie so to speak and let’s start working at it.


So the next time we meet - next time (T-Tab) meets formally, we can come back with a progress report or report card and give you those kind of specific responses that he committed to it. That gets the whole ball rolling.


So just as a starting point, you know, it’s a - the exercise is getting off on the right foot and we’ve got something we can take around the (NRAT) process. And I want to thank you and the whole Board for their work in getting that together.


In terms of the specific expenditures, Jay, there was one idea that was floating around from earlier (T-Tab) meeting that we’re still looking at and I wanted just to review that with the Board members. I know not everybody’s on this call. And I think what I’ll do is call up people individually both the people on this call and people who couldn’t make it just to walk through that.


But this -- excuse me -- this is the idea that came up early this year about do we need any kind of a special program vis-à-vis China? And the specific idea was educational tourism because we had an opening there for encouraging Chinese kids to go to school in the US. So it’s something though - I think we need to spend a little time thinking about.


And Jay, you also noted this, parts of this connect very well with the strategy; parts of it might not connect very well. But I wanted just to let people know that’s still out there and I would - do want to try call people in the next few days if they’re around and may be email a little PowerPoint or something out to explain what we’re looking at doing.


So I appreciate your indulgence on that point even if just sort of want to reference it in the course of this conference call.

James Rasulo:
Okay. We’re going to (unintelligible) and explanation that you and I have talked and I welcome you to call other members of the Board. I think you’ll find them pretty engaged. So…

Franklin Lavin:
Great, great.

James Rasulo:
…that’s great.


Are there any other questions or comments from any members of the Board on the call today? If not, I know you’re all busy and I certainly am. So I’m going to ask for a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Rex Johnson
So move from Rex Johnson.

James Rasulo:
Thank you Rex.

James Rasulo:
So, thanks for participating in the call today. It was a short call, but, you know, the culmination of a lot of hard work to get this document to the Secretary; to get it out there. I think that you should all be proud of yourselves in the hard work that was accomplished here; I certainly am.


So with that, I’ll say goodbye. We will rely on the tireless people who support us on these efforts to set up our next meeting down the road. And I look forward to seeing you all again.

Man:
Yeah. Thank you Jay.

Rex Johnson:
Same with us. Aloha everyone.

Man:
Aloha.

Man:
Bye-bye.

Woman:
Aloha.

END

